1. Introduction 


1.1 The Data 

This paper 1 is a preliminary description of the Namia language. Namia is a Papuan language 
spoken by approximately 3500 people in the Sundaun (West Sepik) Province of Papua New 
Guinea. According to Wurm (1982), Namia belongs to the Sepik-Ramu phylum, the Sepik 
subphylum, the Middle Sepik superstock, and the Yellow River stock-level family. 

We have worked in the Namia language group for 19 months. The corpus consists of 42 
double-spaced pages of texts. Principal contributors to these texts are Lumai Iramiaulc, Jois 
Yalweike, Tape Youjan, James Nakwani, and Tomson Laliawo, all of Yaru village. These 
texts were collected during the years of 1986-1988 under the auspices of the Summer 
Institute of Linguistics. 

In example (1), and all following examples, morphemes which illustrate the particular 
feature being discussed are in bold type. 

1.2 Overview 

This section will give some distinctive aspects of the Namia language in comparison with 
the universal postulated by Joseph Greenberg (1966). 

The normal clause order is SOV. As Greenberg (1966:1 10) predicts, with both a nominal 
subject and object, the subject precedes the object. 

1) tana kakna lira p-nan-e. 
child small coconut pf-pick-pr 
The small child picked a coconut/ 

2) ela ewae-m p-lip-e. 
wife leaf-top pf-pick-pr 
The wife picked leaves.' 

It is normative, according to Greenberg (1966:1 10), that in languages with postpositions, the 
genitive will usually precede the governing noun. This is the case in Namia. 


1 Special thanks go to Bob Conrad and Britten ArsjO for their invaluable help as consultants 
during the analysis of the Namia grammar and for assistance in the production of this paper. 
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